
Xpertise Vancouver

Bridging the gap 
between pain, 

communications
and practice

Saturday November 29, 2025
Coast Coal Harbour Hotel Vancouver

AGENDA

8.15 - 9.00 am  Arrival of guests

10.45 - 11.10 am Break

2:45 - 3:00 pm Break

Introduction by Vetoquinol
Dr. Jeni Liggett9.00 - 9.30 am

Cocktail Hour & Networking
All5.00 - 6.00 pm

Compassionate Care Without Compassion Fatigue:  
Sustainable Practice for the Whole Team 
Dr. Marie Holowaychuk

9.30 - 10.45 am

The Journey from the Joint to the Patient’s Well-being
Dr. Elena García Pedraza3.00 - 3.45 pm

Becoming an OA Detective: an Interactive  
Panel Discussion 
Dr. Renée-Claire Malenfant & All Speakers

3.45 - 5.00 pm

Motivating Action Through Communication:  
Critical Tips for Engaging Clients in OA Conversations 
Dr. Jason Coe

11:10 am - 12:30 pm

Elevate the Importance of Osteoarthritis  
within your Practice 
Dr. Thomas Gibson

1.30 - 2.45 pm

12.30 - 1.30 pm Lunch			      Check out our booth!



(by order of appearance)  
OUR SPEAKERS

BSc, BEd, DVM, DVSc, DACVS, DAVCSMR 
Dr. Thomas Gibson  

Dr. Thomas Gibson earned his veterinary degree and DVSc 
from the Ontario Veterinary College, completing a surgical 
residency and becoming board certified by the ACVS in 2006. 
After 12 years as an Associate Professor at OVC, he founded 
Grand River Veterinary Surgical Services in Cambridge, Ontario. 
In 2018, he became board certified in Sports Medicine 
and Rehabilitation (ACVSMR). His clinical and research interests 
focus on orthopaedics, rehabilitation, and pain management 
for small animals.

DVM, PhD, Vetoquinol 
Dr. Elena Garcia Pedraza 

Dr. Elena Garcia is a veterinary professional with over 25 years 
of experience in animal health. As Global Medical Manager 
at Vetoquinol, she leads projects advancing veterinary care 

through clinical expertise and research, with a focus 
on osteoarthritis management. She holds a PhD from Universidad 

Complutense de Madrid and a Master’s in Clinical Research 
from Universidad de Sevilla. Since 2024, she has served 

as a Veterinarian Reservist for the Spanish Army.

DVM, Vetoquinol 
Moderator of the event - Dr. Jeni Liggett 

Dr. Jeni Liggett is a 2007 WCVM graduate who practiced companion 
animal medicine in the Edmonton region for five years before 
spending eight as a locum in various clinics across Calgary.  
She also taught in the Veterinary Office and Technical Assistant  
Program at Robertson College for six years. In 2019, 
she transitioned into industry with Petsecure Insurance and, 
in 2024, joined Vetoquinol as a Technical Services  
Veterinarian for Companion Animals in Western Canada.

DVM, DACVECC, CYT 
Dr. Marie Holowaychuk 

Dr. Marie Holowaychuk is a board-certified emergency 
and critical care specialist with over 20 years of experience. 

She founded Reviving Veterinary Medicine to support mental health 
and wellbeing in the profession through evidence-based 

programs like From Burnout to Balance and From Toxic to Terrific. 
She is the author of A Compassionate Calling: What It Really Means 

to Be a Veterinarian and hosts the Reviving Vet Med podcast.

DVM, PhD 
Dr. Jason Coe 

Dr. Jason Coe is a Professor at the Ontario Veterinary College, 
where he co-leads the clinical communication curriculum. 
Over the past two decades, he has published over 
100 peer-reviewed articles and co-authored the book 
Developing Communication Skills for Veterinary Practice. 
He currently holds the VCA Canada Chair in Relationship-Centred 
Veterinary Medicine and leads the RCVM research program
at the University of Guelph. 

DVM, DACVS-SA
Dr. Renée-Claire Malenfant  

Dr. Renée-Claire Malenfant, originally from New Brunswick, 
earned her  veterinary degree from the Atlantic Veterinary 
College. She completed internships in Montreal and a surgical 
residency at Louisiana State University, earning diplomate status 
with the American College of Veterinary Surgery in 2016. For the 
past 10 years, she has practiced at Centre vétérinaire Daubigny, 
a busy referral and emergency hospital in Quebec City.


